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Gay and lesbian couples can adopt kids, Idaho Supreme Court rules 
unanimously

Posted: Wednesday, February 12, 2014 2:55 am | Updated: 2:58 am, Wed Feb 12, 2014. 

    BOISE, Idaho (AP) — The Idaho Supreme Court says gay and lesbian couples have the same 
right to adopt children as anyone else under state law.

    The unanimous high court handed down the opinion Monday, clearing the way for Darcy Drake 
Simpson to adopt the two children that she has raised with her partner, Rene Simpson, since the 
first child was born 15 years ago.

    The Idaho Statesman (http://bit.ly/1iLM8lM (http://bit.ly/1iLM8lM) ) reports the Boise couple has been together since 1995 and they 
were married last year in California. Rene Simpson gave birth to their first son in 1998, and adopted a second boy as an infant in 2001.

    Drake Simpson filed a petition to adopt the two children, but last summer Ada County Magistrate Cathleen MacGregor denied the 
adoption, saying that the couple must be in a legally recognized union in order for Drake Simpson to adopt.

    But Justice Jim Jones wrote in the Supreme Court ruling that Idaho’s law is clear: It states “any person” may adopt a minor child, 
regardless of sexual orientation.

    “In sum, the magistrate’s interpretation of Idaho law is simply not supported by the plain text of the statute,” Jones wrote for the court. 
“In light of the unambiguous language in I.C. 16-1501 that allows for ‘any adult person residing in and having residence in Idaho’ to adopt 
‘any minor child,’ and because chapter 15 contains no provisions that limit adoption to those who are married, Idaho’s adoption statutes 
plainly allow Jane Doe to adopt John Doe and John Doe I.”

    Adoption cases are sealed in Idaho. But Darcy Drake Simpson and Rene Simpson came forward in December, saying they hoped to 
raise awareness about the problems faced by families headed by same-sex couples.

    One of the Boise couple’s lawyers, Bill Mauk, said the case would set a precedent for adoption not just by gay couples, but also for 
grandparents, aunts and uncles, and others.

    MacGregor Irby, who had issued at least one similar denial to a same-sex couple, wrote on Sept. 13: “(T)his court concludes that the 
legislature’s intent in relation to adoptions is that the petitioner must be in a lawfully recognized union, i.e. married to the prospective 
adoptee’s parent, to have legal standing to file a petition to adopt that person’s biological or adopted child.”

    The issue of gay rights has become prominent in Idaho. Four couples are suing Gov. C.L. “Butch” Otter in federal court in an effort to 
overturn Idaho’s 8-year-old ban on gay marriage, and last year the Idaho Tax Commission barred same-sex couples legally married in 
other states from filing joint Idaho income tax returns.
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    Last week, 43 people were arrested after they blocked the entrances to the Idaho Senate chambers for more than two hours in an 
effort to push lawmakers to take up a bill adding anti-discrimination protections for gay and transgender people. And a Republican 
lawmaker introduced a bill last month to forbid the state from revoking professional licenses of those who refuse service or employment 
on religious grounds, a proposal intended to bolster religious professionals’ rights to deny services to people who are gay or transgender.

© 2014 Idaho State Journal. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed. (/site/terms)

The Idaho State Journal invites you to take part in the community conversation. But those who don't play nice may be uninvited. Don't 
post comments that are off topic, defamatory, libelous, obscene, racist, abusive, threatening or an invasion of privacy. We may remove 
any comment for any reason or no reason. We encourage you to report abuse, but the decision to delete is ours. Commenters have no 
expectation of privacy and may be held accountable for their comments. 

Comments are opinions of the author only, and do not reflect the opinions or views of Idaho State Journal. 

View Our Terms of Service (http://www.idahostatejournal.com/site/terms/)

More From This Site
◾ Emergency responders rescue horse from river

(http://www.idahostatejournal.com/members/article_fd4e6c88-93a5-11e3-

a30c-0019bb2963f4.html?mode=jqm)

◾ Man shoots retriever for mating with his dog: Canine’s death leads to fight 
between neighbors (http://www.idahostatejournal.com/members/man-shoots-
retriever-for-mating-with-his-dog-canine-s/article_7699f73e-8fd1-11e3-a6f6-

001a4bcf887a.html?mode=jqm)

◾ Wyoming upends No. 5 San Diego State, 68-62
(http://www.idahostatejournal.com/sports/national/college/games/wyoming-
upends-no-san-diego-state/article_e763cd67-cc16-5232-9dc2-

c4987afa1acd.html)

◾ Chubbuck officers are still searching for missing woman
(http://www.idahostatejournal.com/news/local/article_5f32e53e-9390-11e3-

9912-0019bb2963f4.html?mode=jqm)

◾ Police arrest one following verbal disturbance at Pocatello home
(http://www.idahostatejournal.com/news/local/police-arrest-one-following-
verbal-disturbance-at-pocatello-home/article_67c2d14e-92a2-11e3-8c73-

0019bb2963f4.html)

From Around The Web
◾ 10 Hottest and Fittest Women of the 2013 Reebok CrossFit Games

(http://www.shape.com/fitness/workouts/10-hottest-and-fittest-women-2013-

reebok-crossfit-games) (Shape Magazine)
◾ Los Actores Hispanos Que Hollywood No Quiere (http://lossip.com/15882/los-

actores-hispanos-que-hollywood-quiere/) (Lossip)
◾ Pharmacist Found Liable for $1.44 Million in HIPAA Professional Liability 

Case (http://www.insureon.com/blog/post/2013/08/19/pharmacist-liable-for-

more-than-a-million-dollars-in-professional-liability-case.aspx) (Insureon)
◾ 13+ Things Your Pilot Won’t Tell You (http://www.rd.com/slideshows/13-

things-your-pilot-wont-tell-you/) (Reader's Digest)
◾ Hillary Fired For “Lying, Unethical Behavior” on Watergate Committee

(http://downtrend.com/robertgehl/while-on-watergate-committee-hillary-was-

fired-for-lying-unethical-behavior/) (Downtrend)

Recommended by

by Taboola (//www.taboola.com/en/popup?template=colorbox&taboola_utm_source=townnews-idahostatejournal&taboola_utm_medium=bytaboola&taboola_utm_content=ab_horizontalx4_optimized:horizontalx4:)

Sponsored Content (//www.taboola.com/en/popup?template=colorbox&taboola_utm_source=townnews-idahostatejournal&taboola_utm_medium=bytaboola&taboola_utm_content=ab_horizontalx4_optimized:horizontalx4:)

From The Web

(http://health1st.com/2013/11/h

making-a-new-years-

resolution-could-help-you-

lose-weight-forever/?

utm_source=taboola&utm_med

(http

(/new

(http
(https
(http
state
journ
mt=8
(https
id=co
t=W2(/e-jo

 Account 

Contact Us 

Get Social with us 

Search

Weather: Overcast 41° (/weather)

Page 2 of 5Gay and lesbian couples can adopt kids, Idaho Supreme Court rules unanimously - Gay a...

2/12/2014http://www.idahostatejournal.com/news/local/gay-and-lesbian-couples-can-adopt-kids-ida...



SERVICES

• About the 
Journal
(/site/about/)

• Contact us
(/site/contact/)

• Subscribe
(/subscribe/)

• Advertise
(/site/advertise/)

How This New Year's 
Resolution Will Help You 
Lose Weight Forever

Health1st

(http://health1st.com/2013/11/h

making-a-new-years-

resolution-could-help-you-

lose-weight-forever/?

utm_source=taboola&utm_med

(http://mds.ricoh.com/blog/inno

utm_campaign=ContentSyndic

idahostatejournal)

Tips for Ensuring 
Innovation in Digital 
Collaboration

Ricoh

(http://mds.ricoh.com/blog/inno

utm_campaign=ContentSyndic

idahostatejournal)

(http://www.nextadvisor.com/cr

kw=tblacc0apr9)

Lock In A 0% APR For 18 
Months

Next Advisor

(http://www.nextadvisor.com/cr

kw=tblacc0apr9)

(http://www.bankrate.com/finan

voice-to-texting-myth/?

pid=p:pm_tb_ins&ec_id=m117

The voice-to-texting myth

Bankrate

(http://www.bankrate.com/finan

voice-to-texting-myth/?

pid=p:pm_tb_ins&ec_id=m117 (//www.taboola.com/popup?template=colorbox&taboola_utm_source=townnews-idahostatejournal&taboola_utm_medium=bytaboola&taboola_utm_content=ab_horizontalx4_optimized:horizontalx4:)(//www.taboola.com/popup?template=colorbox&taboola_utm_source=townnews-idahostatejournal&taboola_utm_medium=bytaboola&taboola_utm_content=ab_horizontalx4_optimized:horizontalx4:)

(http

(/new

(http
(https
(http
state
journ
mt=8
(https
id=co
t=W2(/e-jo

 Account 

Contact Us 

Get Social with us 

Search

Weather: Overcast 41° (/weather)

Page 3 of 5Gay and lesbian couples can adopt kids, Idaho Supreme Court rules unanimously - Gay a...

2/12/2014http://www.idahostatejournal.com/news/local/gay-and-lesbian-couples-can-adopt-kids-ida...



• Terms of 
Service
(/site/terms/)

• Privacy Policy
(/site/privacy/)

ADDRESS

Idaho State Journal
305 S. Arthur Ave.
Pocatello, ID 83204
Phone: 208-232-4161

PIONEER NEWS GROUP

• Pioneer News 
Group
(http://www.pioneernewsgroup.com/)

• Emmett 
Messenger-
Index
(http://www.messenger-
index.com/)

• Idaho Press 
Tribune
(http://www.idahopress.com/)

• Bozeman Daily 
Chronicle
(http://www.bozemandailychronicle.com/)

• Skagit Valley 
Herald
(http://www.goskagit.com/)

• Herald Journal
(http://hjnews.townnews.com/)

• Herald and 
News
(http://www.heraldandnews.com/)

• Standard 
Journal
(http://www.uvsj.com/)

• Ellensburg Daily 
Record
(http://www.kvnews.com/)

• Teton Valley 
News
(http://www.tetonvalleynews.net/)

• Belgrade News
(http://www.belgrade-
news.com/)

• Lone Peak 
Lookout
(http://www.lonepeaklookout.com/)

• West 
Yellowstone 
News
(http://www.westyellowstonenews.com/)

• Meridian Press
(http://mymeridianpress.com/)

DON'T MISS THESE 

Canada businessman indicted in US casino debt case 
(/news/entertainment/other/canada-businessman-indicted-in-
us-casino-debt-case/article_53c63f56-3902-51e7-9ac5-
9b3586d66a91.html)
A Canadian real estate businessman and gambling high-roller is sought in Nevada on charges that he failed to repay $12.9 
million in debts to two Las Vegas-area casinos more than five years ago, authorities said Thursday.
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Mississippi State has a lot of hustle and determination. Now the Bulldogs just need a few shots to fall.
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