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In a ruling that could open the door to gay marriage in Kentucky, a
federal judge has struck down the state’s ban on recognizing same- Most Viewed
sex unions performed in states where it is legal.
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Ruling in a suit brought by four gay and lesbian couples and their
children, Heyburn said that, while “religious beliefs ... are vital to the
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The suit had asked only that Kentucky be required to recognize gay OPEN AN IRA IN 1
marriages legally performed elsewhere. But the plaintiffs’ lawyers, MINUTES OR LESSS
including Laura Landenwich, said Heyburn’s opinion — grounded in YOU'LL K "
the equal-protection clause — could lead to the governor’s office THAN
allowing same-sex marriages to be performed legally in Kentucky. YOURSEL!

Allison Martin, a spokeswoman for Attorney General Jack Conway,
whose office defended the law, said its lawyers are reviewing that
question, while Gov. Steve Beshear said it would be premature to
comment because the opinion is not final. He also said the matter
ultimately will be decided by the U.S. Supreme Court. ADVERTISEMENT
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Heyburn himself suggested that his ruling will lead to the

legalization of same-sex marriage in Kentucky.
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Reporter Andrew Wolfson can be reached at (502) 582-7189.
Reporters Greg Hall and Tom Loftus contributed to this story.
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